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of his triumph, and he is convinced that no one can take his 
place as leader of the world and its regeneration. 

His faith in this is proud and unbounded; he believes that 
nothing in this world is higher than the German spirit and 
message, and that Germany alone is capable of proclaiming it. 
Even the thought that there may be something in the universe, 
if only at the embryonic stage, which Germany, destined to rule 
mankind, does not possess--even such a thought would amuse 
him. (January, 1877, Chapter I, Part I.) 

The idea of united Germany is wide, majestic, and looks 
deep into the coming centuries. Her aim is all of Western 
humanity. She designated Western Europe for herself in order 
to introduce in it her principles in place of the Roman and Latin 
order, and appointed herself its future leader. (November, 1877, 
Chapter III, Part III.) 

Meanwhile, it would not be amiss to note, if only in parenthesis, 
that in all the nineteen centuries of her existence, the ever- 
protesting Germany had never yet proclaimed her new message, 
and lived all that time only on negation and protest against her 
enemy. Thus a strange phenomenon seems possible--that Ger- 
many, after having won her final battle, and destroyed all 
against which she protested for nineteen centuries--wiU find 
herself condemned to die spiritually, following her enemy, as 
there will be no reason left for her existence, there will be 
nothing left against which to protest. (January, 1877, Chap.. 
ter I, Part I.) 

This analysis of Germany's r61e in world his- 
tory is unique and seems especially striking at the 
present time, two generations after the death of 
Dos.toievski, when the human race is confronted 
again with another German protest of extraor- 
din.ary dimensions. Having raised her mighty 
voice first against the treaty of Versailles, and 
then against the whole political, economic and 
social structure of Western Europe, Germany in 
a titanic struggle has defeated her enemies on 
every front, with the exception of England. 

What is the rSle of the nazi movement in world 
history? Is it a dynamic protest against the old 
status quo in the West, as Luther's doctrine cen- 

turies ago was a protest against the Catholic 
world? Or is it the new message, the new word, 
as Dostoievski likes to call it, which Germany is 
ready to proclaim to mankind ? 

The theorists and philosophers of National 
Socialism insist that their movement is this new 
word, emphatically pronounced for the coming 
thousand years. 

This proud movement based on the doctrine of 
German race superiority, and consequently on 
utter contempt for various neighboring races, has 
in it something of the traditional Germanic 
mythology mixed with a conception of regimented, 
antlike humanity which is closer to the impersonal 
masses of the Soviet Union than to the heroic 
ideal of Teutonic legend. 

As in Soviet Russia, its dejected and silent 
masses are periodically brought into the limelight 
in order to demonstrate with military bands, 
banners, and other paraphernalia of twentieth 
century mass showmanship emotions which per- 
force must meet with the approval of the ruling 
party; and the crowning point of the nazi ideology 
is the cult of the Leader, in whose infallibility in 
all realms the German world must believe. 

National Socialism and all it stands for, with 
its negation of the old order and championship 
of the have nots against the haves, in spite of a 
desperate urge to proclaim a new message, still 
utters the eternal Germanic protest. 

The promise of a new world order and the 
inability to formulate it seem to show that 
Dostoievski's prophecy regarding the final failure 
of Germany's historic mission may not be t o o  
wide of the mark. 

Hard-Boiled Parish 
"A priest imbued with the best 
spirit of religion.. ." does wonders. 

By Stephen V. Feeley 

I N 191o the district surrounding St. John 
Kanty's Church in East Side Buffalo was 
known widely as the "Bloody Eighth Pre- 

cinct." It had blocks of drab houses, occupied 
almost exclusively by poor immigrants and their 
American-born children. About twenty years be- 
fore, Buffalo had received more than IOO,OOO of 
the same race, but those settled around St. John 
Kanty's were conceded to differ from the rest. 
Staunchly they clung to old country language and 
customs, and fiercely and literally fought the rest 
of the city. 

There were fifteen gangs of railroad car 
burglars in the area, who fought each other for 
supremacy, but often they collaborated in gun 
battles with railroad detectives and city police. 
The district had the reputation of sending more 
men to the electric chair than any other sector of 
New York State. So many of its boys were sent 
to Elmira State Reformatory that local wags 
dubbed the institution "East Buffalo Prep School." 

Policemen walked the side streets in pairs, be- 
cause so many lone policemen had been mobbed. 
One citizen, who dared join the hated police de- 
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partment, had to be rescued from angry neighbors hostility between the people and railroads enough 
who hanged him from a railroad bridge in an to get permission to use the railroad lot as a play- 
effort to express their attitude toward such an ground. Then he organized a baseball team, 
evidence of civic mindedness and personal ambi- deliberately selecting nine young men who were 
tion on the part of one in their midst, considered the toughest in a district which gloried 

The gang leaders were undisputed neighbor- in being the toughest in Buffalo. Six of the orig- 
hood heroes and held court in the numerous inal nine had spent time either in Elmira State 
saloons. The saloons were the only recreation Reformatory or Auburn State Prison. To equip 
centers in the area and had pool rooms for young them he sold statues out of his church to newer 
men and dance halls for young women. There parishes. 
was one large field in the congested precinct, but This team was what the French might term "a 
it was owned by a railroad and its "no trespass" success foolish." Fortified by a frenzied neighbor- 
signs were rudely enforced, hood loyalty, it won consistently and by the end 

Shootings and brawls were common in the of its first season was well on its way to cham- 
saloons on Saturday nights, when a special riot pionship of the Buffalo Municipal Baseball 
squad waited in the Eighth Precinct House. But League. As Father Gartska hoped, this quickly 
if no call came for the squad, it raided one of the ousted the gang leaders as heroes for the boys 
taverns anyway to avenge the recent beating of a and young men. At their pleading he formed ten 
patrolman or "just to beat a little law into 'em." other teams and coached them all. 

Adroitly he called team meetings on Saturday 
Father  Gar tska  comes  evenings in the school. After the meetings the 

At least ninety percent of the people were young men naturally joined the young women for 
Catholics, but only about a third practiced their the usual dance. Few except the saloonkeepers 
religion. Several pastors, appalled by conditions suspected that an ingenious Saint George was 
in the parish, fled as soon as they could. After giving the saloon-dragon some blows. A few 
one had stayed only two months, the Reverend came to complain and were met by a sympathetic 
Andrew S. Gartska was sent there. Immediately businessman, who had financial problems of his 
he was nicknamed "Shorty" by the corner loungers, own and sincerely asked them for advice. Soon 
who insulted him as he passed. Although the the St. John Kanty's Businessmen's Committee, 
church had a debt of $I 5o,ooo, his first Sunday named with tactful euphony, was in existence. 
collections amounted to just $7.3o. This committee not only gave Father Gartska 

To meet his parishioners he gave a lawn f~te. sterling advice, but even took some from him, for 
This was a great social success, but St. John in a steady unspectacular way members dropped 
Kanty's parish profited nothing, because willing the more nefarious attractions which had thrived 
workers stole every cent that came into their hands, in their saloons. 

Father Gartska came as a surprise to the few It didn't take the hard-bitten and hard-pressed 
faithful parishioners. He never ascended his people of the parish long to discover that Father 
pulpit to complain or scold, but one Sunday he Gartska's rectory was the place to take their 
preached a sermon in which he sounded harsh troubles. Wives thought nothing of calling him 
because he was telling plain facts. He said he out of bed early in the morning to bring a tardy 
knew what was wrong with his erring flock and husband home from a saloon, because he always 
said he intended to do something about it. went. Women came to cry over meals ruined by 

The most valuable asset the parish had was a the inept operation of the new-fangled gadgets 
large school building with a hall in the basement, which came into the neighborhood with gas and 
He began dances in the hall on Saturday evenings, electricity, so he set up model kitchens in the 
with a nominal admission fee. The dances were school at the expense of the utility companies, 
permitted to last as long as the dancers' endur- who also supplied lecturers on cooking. 
ance, which usually was early Sunday morning. Classes in English, American history and civics 
Some elements professed to be scandalized by were begun after men complained that their poor 
these early Sabbath soirges, but they had another English or lack of American citizenship held them 
shock coming. Father Gartska learned that some to menial jobs. Teachers came willingly, or were 
of the poorest girls preferred to go to the dimly- worn down by Father Gartska's persistence. 
lit saloon dance halls, where their old and unfash- Parents could not afford higher education for their 
ionable clothes would not be as noticeable as in boys, but Father Gartska decided that some, with 
the parish hall. specialized study, might qualify for civil service 

Without more ado, he hired a dressmaker- posts, and men in important government positions 
hairdresser to give free lessons in the parochial in Buffalo gladly came to guide the studies. Good 
school. Young and old women flocked to the craftsmen and tradesmen in the parish were flat- 
classes and Buffalo s first free beauty culture school tered by being asked to teach their vocations. 
was established. By I915, St. John Kanty's parochial school 

Early in I91 I, Father Gartska broke down the building literally trembled with activity every 
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night in the week and all day Sunday. The spirit 
or self-improvement was infectious; in time, hardly 
a man, woman or child in the parish but found 
some business to take him to the parish school 
several times a week. 

Spiritual results 

Despite the growing economic depression the 
parishmners demanded a new building. With 
some misgivings, St. John Kanty's Lyceum was 
built at a cost of $4oo,ooo and was opened in 
September, 193 I. Built to accommodate the forty 
parish societies and organizations, the building is 
a city block long and four stories high, including 

Church attendance began a steady rise when the basement. When the WPA, New York State, 
the baseball players came to Mass on Sunday and Buffalo began their adult education programs, 
mornings to pray for victory on the diamonds that they could find no better model than St. John 
afternoon. More women began to approach the Kanty's parish. The agencies started twenty- 
altar for communion after the grateful sewing seven classes in the building and at times more 
class began to make vestments and altar linens, than 8,oo0 persons were working or playing in 
The first books they bought explaining church the Lyceum at one time. 
history and liturgy to guide their sewing, have 
since grown into a 4,000 volume library. The Lyceum 

St. John Kanty's Church and its kindly pastor The debt on the building is still large, but 
had become such a necessity to the parishioners nobody is worried about it. The building could 
that support of them was a pleasure; Sunday col- not be duplicated today for $5oo,ooo, architects 
lections by .I9I 5 had increased to about $3oo. say. At the request of Buffalo authorities, St. 

The police were the last to appreciate what John Kanty's gave its educational and recreational 
Father Gartska had accomplished in the Eighth services to persons outside the parish free for 
Precinct, although records of decreasing arrests two years, but four years ago the city appro- 

priated $I5o a month for the parish's services. lay under their noses and they could patrol the 
streets singly. When a resolute Father Gartska This is a mere pittance compared to what parish- 
appeared beside one of his parishioners in court ioners donate and earn for their own program. 
any time they were arrested, police stopped exag- One spectacular pageant given by parish talent 
gerating trivial offenses into great crimes before brought in $I5,OOO. Rentals of the halls, bowl- 
the judge. The judges sensed the great social ing alleys, cafeteria, gymnasium, classrooms and 
vision of the earnest priest and before long they art studio amount to about $8,000 a year. Dramas 

and social affairs given by the parish also bring 
had made him something of a one-man probation in a steady income. The Holy Name Society, one 
department, of the largest now in Buffalo, donates $1,ooo 

A common boyish peculation was the raiding of every year. Recently the sewing class turned over 
farmers' stalls in the Broadway Market. This its treasury of $4,o00 to be used by Father 
stopped when Father Gartska showed mothers Gartska to combat juvenile delinquency. 
that their heavy, monotonous meals were driving The Lyceum is closed only from 3 to 8 a.m.-- 
their children to theft in order to vary them, and every day of the week. Rules for its use are sens. 
the cooking classes got new pupils. Shoplifting ible and enforced. Only one person has been 
was common among young women, but this excluded from the building for misconduct in nine 
stopped when Father Gartska sent them to the 
sewing classes to make their own pretty clothes, years. 
Juvenile delinquency was vanishing in Father Police Commissioner Austin J. Roche was one 
Gartska's district--until automobiles became com- of the policemen who used to patrol in pairs in 
men and then it rose sharply. Police were the the old "Bloody Eighth Precinct." "The entire 

Buffalo police department could not have accom- first to say "We told you they were born crooks." 
But Father Gartska bought some old automobiles, plished what Father Gartska did there," Com- 
put them in the school yard and urged the boys missioner Roche says. "The precinct is now one 
to tinker to their hearts' content. The auto thefts of the most law-abiding in Buffalo. If we had 
dropped and from then on police were on Father more Father Gartskas we might not need a Crime 
Kartska's side. More often delinquents were Prevention Bureau." 
rushed to his rectory rather than to the precinct On September 25, I935, the late Pope Pius XI 
house, made Father Gartska a Monsignor. Pope Pius 

From 1.92o to 193 O, Buttalo had more crime cited him as "a priest imbued with the best spirit 
than at any time in its history and East Buffalo of religion, who exercised his parochial duties to 
had one of the city's most vicious bootlegger the great benefit of needy youth and souls." 
gangs, but crime continued to decrease where Father Gartska is the despair of reporters who 
Father Gartska was an influence. He kept his attempt to interview him. Instead of talking 
people too busy to be bad. During the decade about himself or his work, he tries to inveigle the 
the old school building became too small to con- newspaper people into starting journalism classes 
tain the parish social program, for his young people. 




